
Additional information regarding the wind chute

1. The basic design does not function quite as described.  The wind
catcher panels are too short, and will readily “blow out” of the
chute in even a light breeze..  I added an 8-inch triangular
extension to these panels  (Part B in figure 9.2) (an isosceles
triangle the full 40” width of panel diagonal, with an 8” vertical
dimension).  An 8” longer panel B (44” instead of 36” would
probably also work.  That would change the 6” measurement in
step 7, page 64 to 14”.

2. I used ripstop nylon instead of spinnaker cloth.  Spinnaker cloth
might be more air tight, but it also might be noisy until the resins
break down some.

3. I made pockets for the spreader sticks on the upper panel, instead
of using grommets (see photo).

4. If used as described inside the hatch, the bottom opening (with the
screen) should be 4” to 5” larger than the inside dimension of the
hatch.  Adjust the 30” dimensions in figure 9.2 as necessary.  Also,
make sure that the side dimension of the bottom of the chute is
about the diagonal dimension of your hatch opening, so the entire
wind chute can be assembled on deck and the lower section
dropped through the hatch.  For example, my hatch opening is
16.5 inches square with slight radius on the inside corners, and
the finished dimension of the bottom of the chute is 21 inches
square.  It just fits through the hatch, and seals well when the
halyard is pulled snug.  I see no reason why a wind chute could
not be made for a rectangular hatch.

5. Be sure to measure all your modifications and buy the correct
amount of material the first time.  You can also be creative and
make your wind chute two or more colors to coordinate with your
boat.  Use left over scraps or buy a little extra material to make a
storage bag.

6. Make sure to use a screen with as much open area as possible
(i.e. fine threads).  On my first try, the screen (mosquito netting)
had insufficient open area, and not much breeze came through.

7. When “flying” the wind chute on a front deck hatch, especially if
you are anchored facing into the wind, it helps to hoist using a
staysail halyard or spinnaker pole topping lift brought around the
front of the headstay to hold the chute vertical or slightly angled
into the wind














